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Due to construction at Waynesville 
Middle School, pick-up and drop-off 
locations will change for students in 
grades 6-8 riding buses and for students 
in grades 7-8 riding with parents. 

Starting with Summer School, buses 
for students in grades 6-8 will load and 
unload at the parking lot located above 
Slaughter Field and adjacent to the 
Parker Fine Arts Building. 

Parent pick-up and drop-off will 
move to the front of the middle school 
for students in grades 7-8.  Parent pick-
up and drop-off for sixth graders will 
remain at the main entrance to the Sixth 
Grade Center, which is located on the 
east side of the building. 

Due to the limited space for parent 
pick-up and drop-offs at the middle 
school, parents are encouraged to pull 
forward beyond the main doors to allow 
multiple students to enter and exit their 
parent’s vehicle at the same time. 

Bus and parent location changes 
due to construction at WMDS

“To avoid a potentially dangerous 
situation with cars becoming backed 
up on the main route, we are asking 
parents to pull all the way forward and 
for multiple students to load and unload 
at the same time,” said Dr. Chris Berger, 
assistant superintendent of operational 
services. “Parents should not stop 
in the front at the main doors at the 
middle school before or after school. 
Even if there are no other cars behind 
them, parents should pull forward. 
Middle school students should exit their 
parent’s vehicle once the vehicle is 
completely stopped in the middle school 
driveway and it is safe for them to do 
so.” 

Due to traffic patterns, after picking 
up or dropping off their children, 
parents are encouraged to make a right 
turn out of the middle school to keep 
traffic moving during peak hours. For 

Summer School will be held June 
5 – June 30 in the Waynesville R-VI 
School District. 

New this year:  East Elementary 
and Freedom Elementary will 
operate as K-5 buildings starting 
with Summer School.  Assignment 
to East or Freedom will be 
based on boundary lines. For 
more information go to http://
www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Domain/1534.

The following Summer School 
hours will be in effect:

· Waynesville High School: 
 7:15 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.
· Sixth Grade Center and 
   Waynesville Middle School: 
 7:25 a.m. – 1:55 p.m.
· Grades K-5:  
 7:40 a.m. to 2:10 p.m.
Breakfast and lunch will be 

offered in all buildings. Free 
breakfast and free lunch will be 
served in all buildings except 
Thayer Elementary, where not 
enough students qualify for the free 
and reduced lunch program.

 During summer school, students 
attend the grade they will be 
enrolled in during the 2017-18 
School Year.

 Transportation will be provided 
at designated pick-up/drop-off 
points. Bus routes may include 
students from grades K-12. Summer 
school routes are at http://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/4417.

  

Summer 
School to be 
held June 5-30

Missouri Schoolwide Positive Behavior Support (MO SW-PBS) included Piney 
Ridge’s “Success Story” in its quarterly “Positive Focus” newsletter. A copy of 
the page in the newsletter where the story appears is on page 2. Piney Ridge staff 
are pictured above. 

Continued on page 3 
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS...

REGION 6 SOUTH CENTRAL

Piney Ridge 

The Piney Ridge Learning Center is a level 4+ residential psychiatric center serving 83 
students in grades Kindergarten through 12th grade.

Piney Ridge Learning Center has worked hard to implement SW-PBS for 3 years. During 
the first year, we established our schoolwide expectations and began teaching and 
reteaching them. Students were initially resistant to the structure. We had numerous 
referrals for disrespect, fighting, assault, and vandalism. In our second year, we had 
one referral for vandalism, 3 assaults, and less than 5 fights. Because of our transitional 
population, disrespect continues to be a problem but it is significantly less. We have 
established a homeroom, “Tiger Time,” so teachers can build relationships with their 
students and establish traditions, much like a family. Procedures and expectations are 
reviewed during this time. Each Tiger Time offers small, frequent rewards. We have 
monthly Activity Afternoons where the principal and administrative professionals make a 
homemade meal for the qualifying students. We offer game rooms, a movie room, a craft 
room, and a board game room. Additionally, we use community activities such as parades, 
football games, and Career Center tours to foster a sense of community pride.

Piney Ridge Learning Center has worked to use data to drive decision making. In the past 
3 years, student attendance has improved. Although our students are pulled throughout 
the day for therapy, doctor appointments, and are sometimes emotionally unstable, they 
want and crave the structure they have at school.

A unique feature of SW-PBS implementation at Piney Ridge Learning Center includes that 
we are a Level 4+ residential psychiatric center. We have students from all over the country. 
We have students who have suffered severe abuse and neglect. Many of our students are in 
the foster care program, awaiting adoption. They have been in multiple residential facilities 
and have historically poor relationships with adults. SW-PBS has helped us meet the needs 
of our students!

School Demographics

•	 Administrator – 1
•	 Teaching Staff – 7
•	 Support Staff – 9
•	 Students Served – 83

•	 White – 56
•	 Black – 18
•	 Latino – 2
•	 Asian – 0
•	 Mixed – 11

•	 Free/Reduced – 0%

Missouri Schoolwide Positive Behavior Support (MO SW-PBS) included Piney Ridge’s 
“Success Story” in its quarterly “Positive Focus” newsletter. The page is below: 



Club TIGER will be offered June 
5-30 at Freedom Elementary. Students 
new to the Freedom Club TIGER 
afterschool program are required to 
pay a $30 fee to enroll, and then an 
additional $50, $40, or $30 weekly fee 
based on lunch status. Families with 
multiple children attending Freedom 
Club TIGER are eligible for a $10 
discount from the weekly rate for every 
additional child.  Enrollment forms are 
available at each elementary school 
and should be filled out and returned to 
Freedom Elementary prior to attending 
the afterschool program. Freedom Club 
TIGER will be available Monday-
Friday from 2:10 p.m.-6 p.m. If you 
have questions regarding the summer 
afterschool program at Freedom 
Elementary, please contact the Tiger 
Den by calling (573) 842-2136.

Club TIGER will also be offered 
at Waynesville Middle School for 
6 - 8th graders. Students new to the 
WMDS afterschool program will be 
required to fill out an enrollment form 
prior to attending the summer session. 
Secondary students are required to pay 
a one-time fee of $50, $40, $30 based 
on lunch status. Students also have the 
option to participate in summer off-site 
activities for a one-time payment of $50 
collected during the time of registration. 
WMDS Club TIGER will be available 
Monday-Friday throughout the month 
of June from 1:55 p.m.– 5 p.m. Evening 
bus transportation will be provided to 
limited stops. For more information, 
call (573) 842-2250.

By Jessa Chapman
Waynesville FFA Reporter
 

After completion of the 
annual FFA plant sale, 
remaining vegetable plants 
were donated to the Good 
Samaritan of the Ozarks and 
the Waynesville Community 
Garden. Pictured are Crissy 
Exendine, Waynesville FFA 
secretary, and Levi Miller, manager of the Community Garden. In all, more than 300 
plants were donated to the cause. The Waynesville FFA is proud to help fight hunger in 
the community by contributing to this program. The chapter believes that fresh, locally 
grown produce is an important way to encourage healthy eating lifestyles.

FFA donates 
plants 
to Good 
Samaritan, 
Community 
Garden

those wanting to eventually head west, 
the following route may be utilized: 
After turning right onto Old Route 66, 
parents may head east for two blocks 
and turn left on Morgan Street; then 
turn left onto Broadway, which will 
return them to Old Route 66, where 
they can make a right-hand turn onto 
Old Route 66 and continue westbound 
on Old Route 66. 

WMDS
Continued from page 1

Club TIGER to 
operate during 
Summer School

Congresswoman Vicki Hartzler presented Steven Berrios, a 2017 
Waynesville High School graduate, with a flag that was flown over 
the U.S. Capitol in honor of his appointment to West Point. Prior to 
the presentation, Hartzler and Berrios folded the flag. Family, friends, 
JROTC leaders and WHS Principal Courtney Long attended the 
event.  Berrios and his fellow classmate, Mason Michels, will both be 
attending the West Point Military Academy this fall. 



On May 15, 2017, the Fort Leonard Wood Spouses Club 
presented checks totaling more than $2,300 to AmeriCorps 
VISTA Members who serve at the Pick Educational and 
Volunteer Facility.  Four grants were awarded to programs at 
Pick.  

A grant was awarded to the intramural sports program that 
will help purchase sporting equipment.  The intramural sports 
program offers students in 6th-12th grades an opportunity to 
learn skills in various sports along with participating in team 
building and leadership activities.

Snack in a Pack received a grant to help provide 
supplemental food packs for more than 300 students in the 
Waynesville R-VI School District.  Part of the money will also 

help purchase totes that will be used to deliver the food packs to 
the different schools in the district.

AmeriCorps VISTA members coordinate the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Day Jr. of Service annually which consists of 
numerous service learning activities that promote volunteerism 
and giving back to the community.  A grant was awarded to 
help purchase supplies for the various activities conducted 
during that activity.

Students who attend Pick will benefit from a grant awarded 
to help fund a field trip to a natural cave system.

For more information about any of the programs supported 
at Pick Educational and Volunteer Facility, please call 573-842-
2250.

The Fort Leonard Wood Spouses Club with assistance from Col. Tracy Lanier presented checks totaling more than $2,300 to 
AmeriCorps VISTA Members Chase DenDekker, Rhonda Davis and Amanda Wink.  

Pick programs receive 4 FLW Spouses Club grants

To celebrate the end of the 2016-17 school year, GLWACH – Partners in Education for 
Williams Early Childhood Center – hosted an ice cream party for Williams students and 
staff. Soldiers from General Leonard Wood Army Community Hospital donated the ice 
cream and toppings. SFC Hardenstine and SPC Harper volunteered to help serve the ice 
cream and toppings. All teachers, along with their students for both AM and PM classes, 
were able to rotate through and receive a bowl of ice cream. The reading therapy dog 
also got treated to a small portion of ice cream. 

Cleaning up on the last day of school


